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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LONDON 01381 

US OECD ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. LL652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, UK, TECH 

SUBJECT: WINDSCALE REPROCESSING DECISION: FURTHER 
DELAYS POSSIBLE 

L. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. THE REPORT CONTAINING THE 
RESULTS OF THE WINDSCALE REPROCESSING PLANT EXPANSION 
CONDUCTED BY JUSTICE PARKER WILL REACH U.K. ENVIRONMENT 
SECRETARY SHORE S DESK WITHIN A MATTER OF DAYS. 

HOWEVER, A GROUP OF MORE THAN LOO MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, 
LED BY MR. LEO ABSE, LABOR MP FROM SOUTH WALES, ARE 
URGING A FULL PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE BEFORE ANY GOVERNMENT 
DECISION IS TAKEN. THIS MAY RAISE PROCEDURAL DIFFICULTIE 
AS THE PLANNING COUNCIL INVESTIGATION APPROACH WHICH WAS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 LONDON 01381 252249Z POSS DUPE 

TAKEN STIPULATES THAT THE ENVIRONMENT SECRETARY CANNOT 
HEAR ANY EVIDENCE OTHER THAN THE REPORT ITSELF. IF HE 
SHOULD HEAR FRESH EVIDENCE, THE WAY WOULD BE OPEN FOR 
THOSE LOSING THE INQUIRY TO APPEAL. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

2. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. COMMENT: MR. ABSE 
HAS TOLD US THAT THERE IS A WAY OUT OF THE PROCEDURAL 
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BOX. HE BELIEVES THAT NATIONAL INTEREST CONSIDERATIONS 
BEYOND THE ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS COVERED BY THE PLANNING 
INQUIRY COULD BE CONSIDERED APPROPRIATE GROUNDS FOR A 
FULL PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE. THE BASIS MIGHT BE A NEED TO 
DISCUSS POLITICAL AND NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION ASPECTS. 

THUS. A FURTHER DELAY IN ANY GOVERNMENTAL DECISION ON 
THE WINDSCALE EXPANSION COULD WELL RESULT. END LIMITED 
OFFICIAL USE. 

BREWSTER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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